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Cracking In
Heavy Vehicle ‘I’ Beam
Steering Axles

Background

The Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) has been advised of cracking in anumber of Rockwell heavy
vehicle steer axleswhich hasled to their failure. The axle models are the FFO01, the FF 921 and the
FF 931 which can usually be found on older model vehicles of American origin, including Diamond
T, Dodge, International, L eader, Kenworth, White and Ford. The Ford vehicles affected include pre-
1990 LNT8000, LNT9000, LTL9000, LTS8000, and LTS9000. Some very early LN700, LN7000,
and LN8000 models (1975 to 1982) may have been also fitted with axles of asimilar design from the
same manufacturer.

Inspection Procedure

Determinewhether:

* thevehicleisamake and Figure 1: Location of cracks

modd referred to above,
or

® the steer axleisamake
and amodel referred to

above.

If either isthe case,
thoroughly inspect both ends of Cracks develop in this area and

the axlefor cracking in the areas continue upwards until failure occurs
shownin Figurel.
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Enforcement

1. RTAInspectors
If one or more cracks is detected in the steer axle:

® |ssueamajor-grounded defect, affix ared defective vehicle label to the vehicle and
instruct the driver/operator to:

i. bhavethe vehicle towed or floated to a place of repair, and
ii. not drivethevehicleuntil thefaultisrectified.

® Prepare a breach report.

2. AIS and AUVIS Examiners

If one or more cracks is detected in the steer axle:
® [ssuea‘Whitedlip’ indicating a dangerous defect, in accordance with the Rulesfor

Authorised Inspection Stations.

® Instruct the driver/operator to:

i. havethe vehicle towed or floated to a place of repair, and
ii. not drivethevehicleuntil thefault isrectified.

® Contact the RTA if the vehicleis driven from the premises rather than towed or floated.
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